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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


NEWS RELEASE #1

ISSUED ON:  Thursday, August 16, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.

HURRICANE DEAN AND JAMAICA

According to a 5:00 p.m. intermediary report from the National Hurricane Centre (NHC), Hurricane Dean is moving towards the west at 23 mph or 37 km/hr. This motion is expected to continue tonight and tomorrow and the centre of Hurricane Dean should cross the Lesser Antilles by early Friday (August 17th).

Hurricane Dean’s maximum sustained winds have increased to near 100 mph or 160 km/hr. Dean is now a category two hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale and some strengthening is forecasted before it reaches the Lesser Antilles. 

The Prime Minister of Jamaica, the Honourable Portia Simpson-Miller, has called a meeting of the National Response Team for Friday, August 17 at 11:00 a.m. to discuss the country’s preparedness in response to the possible threat posed by Hurricane Dean. 

In the meantime, the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) has:

· Initiated its emergency response activities 

· Put plans in place to respond to a possible hit by Hurricane Dean 

· Contacted all the Parish Councils to be on alert 

· Initiated the process of pre-positioning supplies to regional stores.

The public is reminded to:

1. Stay tuned to the news and weather reports and listen out for emergency instructions, if any should be given.

2. Thoroughly check the roof of your house, hurricane shutters, hooks and latches and repair where necessary.

3. Have your emergency supplies, such as tinned goods and candles, in place.

4. Prune trees that hang over your homes and other buildings if Hurricane Dean should impact the island.

5. Get extra plastic bags and sheets of plastic to protect your important documents, paintings, equipment and furniture from getting wet.

6. Be ready for quick evacuation if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

The progress of Hurricane Dean will continue to be closely monitored by the Meteorological Service of Jamaica and the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM).

Contact: Kerry-Ann Morris, Information Officer, kmorris@odpem.org.jm
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