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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Charmaine Gentles, Marketing Manager

DEPT:    Information & Training Unit

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


For Immediate Release

NEWS RELEASE # 2 

ISSUED ON:  Monday, November 12, 2007 at 3:00 p.m.

FLASH FLOOD WARNING IN EFFECT FOR NORTHERN PARISHES

The Meteorological Service has issued a Flash Flood Warning for low-lying and flood prone areas of northern parishes effective until 5:00 p.m. today.  

A Flash Flood Warning means that flooding has been reported or will occur shortly.  Motorists and pedestrians should not attempt to cross flooded roadways or other low-lying areas as strong currents are likely.  Residents in low-lying areas should be on the alert for rising waters and be ready to move quickly to higher ground

COMMUNITIES AFFECTED

St. Ann

Fern Gully is currently flooded and is now impassable. Cars were reportedly flooded in the Fern Gully.   The National Works Agency responded to the scene and assisted these persons. Motorists are being advised to use the alternative route from Drax Hall to Chalky Hill to Moneague.    

Landslides and Break Aways

· Landslides have been reported along the Lime Hall Main Road, Dunn’s Ville and Chester Main Roads.  

· The Lime Hall Main Road is cut off in two areas.  The alternative route has also been affected. 

· Persons in Hamstead near Runaway Bay are marooned as a result of the road being cut off. 

Flooding has been reported in the following areas:

· Tanglewood
· Priory
· Harrison Town
· Seville Heights

· Glasgow Avenue, St. Ann’s’ Bay – water levels are rising in this area and are threatening homes at present.

· The Runaway Bay main road was impassable in the vicinity in Police Station this morning.

· An additional four houses in Colgate, near Walkerswood are flooded.  

· Cardiffe Hall in St. Ann

· In Scarlet Hall, several houses are flooded.   The Brown’s Town Fire Brigade is currently on the scene carrying out evacuation.

· The Runaway Bay Basic School was flooded. The Brown’s Town Fire Brigade responded to this incident. School is closed for the day. 

· Several households are reportedly flooded in Seville (Operation Pride Scheme)

· Tarry Town 

· Hollywood in Steer Town

· Green Bay

· Roaring River (settlement)

· Great Pond, in Ocho Rios

· Harrison Town

· Content Gardens 

· Mile End 

· A bridge is flooded at the White River border at St. Mary and St. Ann.

· Gully in the vicinity of Jamaica Grande has overflowed its banks 

· The St. Ann Fire Brigade is reporting that eight (8) houses are flooded at Gully Road located along the St. Ann’s Bay to Lime Hall main road, the area has also been affected by minor landslides.

Portland

The Portland Police is reporting that five (5) houses are flooded in Spring Gardens.   Also in Lennox in Orange Bay area, the roadway has been cut off.  The alternative route is Hope Bay to Spring Gardens to Port Antonio.   

· The Skibo Main Road is now blocked.     

· Spring Garden and White River areas in the Buff Bay area

· Buff Bay, Dobson Scheme – Houses in sections of this scheme has been flooded and sections of one house damaged by landslide.

· Little Spanish River – The river is in spate and the roadway and some homes in the vicinity of the border of Portland and St Mary are being flooded.

Roadways and Bridges

· Lennox, Orange Bay – Roadway Impassable due to dislocated bridge. Alternate route, Hope Bay to Spring Garden is also blocked by boulders. Work is in progress by the NWA to restore access.

· Windsor Castle, Orange Bay, Buff Bay, Hart Hill and White River, Graigmill – Roadways inundated and some homes are flooded.

· Claverty, Bybrook – Roadway impassable due to land slippage

· Seamans Valley – Roadway impassable due to flooding

St. Mary

Flooding and landslide have been reported in the following areas:

· Dover at the border of St. Mary and Portland (near the ball ground and Spanish River) – Flooding reported

· Annotto Bay (Cricket River, Canae Lane, Crossroads, Guptar Lane, Love lane, Crab Hall, Gray’s Inn) – Flooding reported

· In Dressikie, a gully had overflowed its bank and has affected the access route from Gayle to Port Maria via Ramble.  The alternative route is Bonny Gate A ford along this alternate route may be blocked)  

· Martin – Land slippage

· Bottom Albany – Roadway blocked

· Richmond – Sections of roadway blocked

· Highgate – All fords to Hopewell impassable

· Woodpark, Berry Area – Roads severely damaged

SHELTERS

There are currently no shelters opened, alternative shelters to schools is actively being sought by the Northern Regional Coordinator

The Meteorological Service and ODPEM will continue to monitor the situation and further updates will be provided as the situation demands.

Contact: Charmaine Gentles, Marketing Manager, cgentles@odpem.org.jm 
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