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For Immediate Release: Tuesday, August 01, 2006/ 7.00PM – EOC Advisory #4
Tropical Storm Chris Strengthens, wind speeds now gusting to 60 miles per hour 
St. Maarten remains under a Tropical Storm Warning;

Residents urged to finalize Tropical Storm Preparations;
GREAT BAY, St. Maarten (GIS) – Governor Mathias Voges, Chairman of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) is advising residents to finalize preparations this evening for tropical storm conditions which are expected late tonight and tomorrow as the island remains under a Tropical Storm Warning.  Tropical storm conditions are expected within the next 12 to 18 hours.

Tropical Storm Chris at 5.30PM was located 75 miles Northeast of Antigua, moving toward the west-northwest near 10 miles per hour.  Maximum sustained winds are near and gusting to 60 miles per hour.  Some strengthening is forecast during the next 24 hours.
Tropical Storm Chris is forecast according to the Meteorological Service of the Netherlands Antilles & Aruba 6.00pm advisory, to pass 30 miles north of St. Maarten at around 2.00am Wednesday morning as a moderate tropical storm.
Local conditions according to the Meteorological Services of the Netherlands Antilles & Aruba are expected to deteriorate as the system gets closer to the island chain.  This will include increasing cloudiness with rain and thundershowers developing this evening and tonight.  During the passing of Chris, showers may be heavy at times with the possibility of some local flooding.

Later tonight wind speeds are expected to increase gradually to tropical storm strength of 40 to 50 miles per hour with gusts up to 60 miles per hour at times.

Sea conditions are forecast to become rough this evening and persisting into Wednesday.  A small craft warning is also in effect where small craft are advised not to venture from port and to take precautions to safeguard their vessels.

All loose items in your yard should be properly secured including garbage bins.  Coastal residents are advised of rough seas and to take the necessary measures.
Residents are advised to avoid low lying areas within neighborhoods and on certain parts of the road network system during the passing of tropical storm Chris.  

Residents are advised to continue to monitor radio and TV reports for the latest weather updates with respect to the progress of tropical storm Chris.
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