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For Immediate Release: Wednesday, November 29, 2006/N000
Governor Richards thankful for an uneventful 2006 hurricane season
GREAT BAY, St. Maarten (GIS) – Chairman of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) Governor Franklyn Richards, is thankful that once again the nation has been spared from a direct hit by a hurricane.

“We have much to be thankful for and an uneventful hurricane season is one of them.  The 2006 hurricane season comes to an end on November 30 until next year.

“I would like to thank the people of this great nation for making the necessary preparations for the season.  Preparation is the key.  It’s an investment that must be made at the beginning of every season in order to protect life and property,” Governor Franklyn Richards told the Government Information Service (GIS) on Wednesday.

Governor Richards added that the Island Government will continue to make investments in disaster mitigation.  “It is required, action today to prevent calamity tomorrow.  Government has invested in a siren alert system which is located in seven districts to warn the populace against a number of possible calamities (flash flood, tsunami, hazardous materials accident).  It is an investment in our collective future,” Governor Richards pointed out.

The United Nations (UN) has reported that over the last 30-years, natural disasters have affected five times more people than they did only a generation ago.  Things are getting worse as the global climate changes, threatening more extreme weather.
This year alone, 117 million people have suffered from some 300 natural disasters, including devastating droughts in China and Africa and massive flooding throughout Asia and Africa, costing nearly US$15 billion in damages.

The UN has put disaster risk reduction on the front burner ever since the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, when experts said scores of thousands of the more than 200,000 dead could have been saved if early warning systems had existed and allowed them to escape to higher ground in the hours between the earthquake that triggered the tidal wave and their landfall.

Governor Richards is very pleased that in the accord signed between Holland and St. Maarten, a calamity regulation is envisioned to fall under the proposed Government Credit Bank which would allow the island to finance the first necessities in the event of calamities, quickly and adequately. 
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