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For Immediate Release: Thursday, August 10, 2006/N124
Governor Richards says Chris served as a wake up call
GREAT BAY, St. Maarten (GIS) – Governor Franklyn Richards, says that Tropical Storm Chris last week served as a wake up call for those residents who aren’t prepared for this year’s hurricane season adding that Chris was also a good exercise for those who did heed the call to prepare that came from the Emergency Operations Center & Office of Disaster Management & Preparedness.

Hurricane forecaster from the Colorado State University, Philip Klotzbach who has taken over from the infamous Professor William Gray, has revised their projections of the number of storms expected slightly downward, but still say that the 2006 Atlantic hurricane season will be above average.

The above average was also reiterated by the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on Tuesday when they released their revised the number of named storms of between 12-15 of which seven to nine are forecast to become hurricanes and three to four could become major hurricanes of category three or higher. 
For the month of August, the Colorado hurricane specialist forecasts four named storms, of which three are expected to become hurricanes with one becoming a major hurricane of wind speeds over 111 miles per hour.  

“With tropical storm Chris now gone, the St. Maarten community should not to be lulled into a false sense of security as history has taught us and others in the Caribbean that a hurricane can still threaten the region and in particular St. Maarten this hurricane season, and it only takes one.  Everyone should continue to monitor weather reports in order to take quick action to finalize preparations when you are asked to do so,” Governor Richards told the Government Information Service (GIS) on Thursday.
The Office of Disaster Management & Preparedness would like residents to take note of the revised hurricane forecasts including the one this week from the NOAA which has been widely publicized in the media for the coming months as we go into the peak period of the hurricane season which runs up to mid-October.  

The first step of hurricane preparedness is ensuring that you are adequately informed.  For new residents, start by learning about hurricanes, and how they can affect the island and how to prepare.  

Learn the location of public shelters.  Determine how safe is your area and inquire about flooding of low lying areas.  Devise a hurricane preparedness plan.  Decide from the onset where you will go if your house isn’t safe.  Make sure the house you choose to shelter in is well constructed.  If you own a boat, decide where to store it in the event of an emergency.  Most importantly, ensure that your home and property insurance are up to date. 
Trim deadwood from trees and cut back overhanging branches.  Check and repair loose gutters around the roof and downspouts.  Check and repair loose or damaged roofing; install hurricane roof straps if you do not already have them installed.

Check your hurricane shutters or plywood covers and the tools you need to install them.  Practice installing them.  Stock up on plywood if necessary.  Get it measured, cut and labeled for each opening if you do not have shutters.

Stock up on hurricane supplies.  Begin collecting enough non-perishable food, water, first aid, and other survival supplies to last each person for the first three days after the passing of a hurricane and up to a week.  To diffuse cost, the items can be purchased a little at a time by picking up some extras with each trip to the supermarket.

Do not forget to stock up on any prescription medication your family may need, especially items for the young and elderly.  During the hurricane season keep your vehicle’s gas tank more than half full at all times.
Around this time last year, the Caribbean region had a brush with Dennis followed by Ivan, Katrina, Rita and Wilma, all considered ferocious hurricanes. 

Residents are reminded that we should always, ‘Prepare Early: Better Safe than Sorry,’ as the Office of Disaster Management & Preparedness theme says for the 2006 hurricane season.
The names of storms left for this season will be: Debby, Ernesto, Florence, Gordon, Helene, Isaac, Joyce, Kirk, Leslie, Michael, Nadine, Oscar, Patty, Rafael, Sandy, Tony, Valerie and William.
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