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HOUSTON (AP) – Reports out of Grand Cayman, which has been furiously pummeled by category 4 Hurricane Ivan overnight and throughout Sunday morning, via internet and telephone, reveal a picture of grim devastation.

As predicted, widespread flooding from the expected tidal surge was affecting a large part of the island. One report of a house standing eight feet above normal sea level had water ankle-deep inside, according to Desmond Seales, a publisher on the island whose offices in the capital of George Town were being threatened by flood waters Sunday morning. Water was four or five inches up the door jams, imperiling the integrity of Allista Towers, a commercial building.

In lower-lying areas there have been reports of people having to climb onto kitchen counters to escape the seas that came flooding into their houses, Seales reports.
 
The hurricane force winds have torn roofs off and reportedly devastated homes, even in affluent, well-constructed neighbourhoods.

Vehicles parked in flood-prone areas are said to have “just disappeared,” according to Seales.

With many buildings, both residential and commercial, utilising septic tank waste treatment systems, the widespread flooding is resulting in serious health and sanitation concerns as overflowing sewage becomes mixed with the flood waters, Seales warns.

All three islands are currently without any electricity, while water supplies were shut down Saturday night for fear of contamination from broken mains, he reports.

