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OFFICE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S

	FROM:  Cheryl Nichols
DEPT:    Information and Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763

WEBSITE:  www.odpem.org.jm


For Immediate Release

NEWS RELEASE #8
Issued on:
Thursday August 28, 2008 at 2:30 am 

Opening of Emergency Shelters – Tropical Storm Gustav
As the island prepares for the possible effects of Tropical Storm Gustav, the Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (ODPEM) will open Emergency Shelters at the following locations at 3:00am today Thursday August 28, 2008.  
St. Ann

1. Concord Catholic Church 
2. Ocho Rios High School 
3. St. Ann’s Bay Primary School 
4. Steer Town Primary and Junior High School 
St. Mary 
1. Mount Joseph Primary School

2. Port Maria S.D.A Church 
3. Baxter Mount Primary School
4. Enfield Primary and Junior High school 
5. Port Maria High School 
6. Annotto bay High School 
Portland

1. Windsor All Age School 
2. Comfort Castle Primary and Junior High School
3. Fellowship Primary and Junior High School 
4. Norwich Primary School 
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5. Titchfield High School
6. Salvation Army Church Port Antonio

Procedures for Registration Centers

The ODPEM through its National Disaster Welfare Response Programme is advising the public that it will be initiating a new system for assessment of the impact of affected persons and determination of beneficiaries for government welfare scheme.  The following steps outline the procedure that will govern welfare assistance:

1. Schools will remain the primary registration center for individuals or families affected

2. Within a day or two after the impact the ODPEM and the Met Office will give the all clear signal

3. Registration will commence after the all clear signal and will run for approximately three (3) days

4. The list of persons assessed will be verified against the Program for Advancement Through Health and Education (PATH); National Council for Senior Citizens; Combined Disabilities Association; Rural Agricultural Development Authority; and Fisheries Division programmes.
ADDITIONAL STEPS WILL BE PROVIDED IN SUBSEQUENT RELEASES
The public is being advised that this system will be tested during the post Gustav activities, with  full implementation to take effect on June 1, 2009.
Safety Tips

The public is being urged to continue monitoring radios and televisions for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. Also take the following precautions in the event of heavy rains:

1. Avoid flooded waterways, gullies, streams or rivers, either on foot or in vehicles.

2. Be ready to evacuate if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

3. Decide on likely evacuation routes now. Plan to stay with family or friends in safer areas or in a public shelter and move to safety.
4. Wrap important personal items, family documents, and electrical appliances in plastic bags and store away from the reach of floodwaters.
5. All small craft operators, including fishers from the cays and banks, are advised to remain in safe harbour until all warning messages have been lifted and wind and sea conditions have returned to normal.

The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. 

Contact:
Cheryl Nichols - Training Manager;  cnichols@odpem.org.jm
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