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For Immediate Release

NEWS RELEASE #12

Issued on:
Thursday August 28, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

Tropical Storm Gustav Moves Across the Island – Several Shelters Open

A Hurricane Warning remains in effect for Jamaica as Tropical Storm Gustav moves across the island. This means that the island may experience dangerously high water or a combination of dangerously high water and exceptionally high waves, and average winds of 118 km/h (75 mph) or higher.


The public is being advised to treat the situation seriously, as the current path will see the storm moving along Jamaica’s South Coast, resulting in widespread impact.
Shelter Update:

A total of 22 shelters are currently open housing a total of 249 persons. These shelters are in the parishes of St. Thomas, Clarendon, St. Elizabeth, Manchester, Portland, St. Mary, St. James and Clarendon.

	Parish
	Shelter Name
	# of Persons
	Comments

	St. Thomas 
 
 
	Johnson Mountain
	45
	

	
	Easington Shelter
	8
	

	
	Morant Bay Primary
	2
	

	
	Grants Pen Primary
	16
	

	
	Paul Bogle High School
	7
	

	Clarendon
	Portland Cottage Primary
	18
	

	St. Elizabeth
	Newell
	4
	

	Manchester
	Grove Place Community Centre
	
	2 families

	Portland
 
 
	Salvation Army
	45
	8 families (33 adults + 12 children)

	
	Bloomfield All-Age
	2
	

	
	Fairy Hill Community Centre
	1
	

	
	Craig Mill
	15
	7 adults + 8 children

	
	Comfort Castle SDA
	13
	6 adults + 7 children

	St. Mary
 
 
 
	Highgate SDA
	1
	

	
	Gale Primary
	10
	

	
	Annotto Bay All-Age School
	8
	

	
	Annotto Bay
	4
	

	St. James
	Mt. Horeb Primary
	2
	

	Clarendon
 
 
 
	Salt Savannah
	11
	

	
	Mitchell Town
	20
	17 adults + 3 children

	
	Alley Primary
	15
	

	
	Rest Primary
	2
	

	TOTAL
	22
	249
	


The public is being urged to continue monitoring radios and televisions for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. Also take the following precautions in the event of heavy rains:

1. Avoid flooded waterways, gullies, streams or rivers, either on foot or in vehicles.

2. Be ready to evacuate if you live in low-lying or flood-prone areas.

3. Decide on likely evacuation routes now. Plan to stay with family or friends in safer areas or in a public shelter and move to safety.
4. Take the following with you if you must go to a shelter:
· Blankets and extra clothing
· Medication
· 24 hours’ supply of non-perishable food and water and a can opener
· toilet articles such as toilet tissue and soap
· portable radio, flashlights and batteries
· First Aid Kit
5. Wrap important personal items, family documents, and electrical appliances in plastic bags and store away from the reach of floodwaters.
6. All small craft operators, including fishers from the cays and banks, are advised to secure their vessels and remain in safe harbour until all warning messages have been lifted and wind and sea conditions have returned to normal.

The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. 

Contact:
Kerry-Ann Morris, kmorris@odpem.org.jm 
---More---
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