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	TO:           A   L   L        M   E   D   I   A          H   O   U   S   E   S
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DEPT:    Information and Training

PHONE:      (876) 928-5111-4                  FAX:  (876) 928-5503/ 928-8763
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For Immediate Release

PRESS RELEASE #19

Issued on:
Friday August 29, 2008 at 5:45 p.m.

Hurricane Warning Downgraded to Tropical Storm Warning as Gustav Moves Away From Jamaica

The Meteorological Service has downgraded the Hurricane Warning for Jamaica to a Tropical Storm Warning with immediate effect as Tropical Storm Gustav begins to move away from the island.  This means that tropical storm conditions, including possible sustained wind speeds of 63-117 km/h (40-74 mph), are expected to continue affecting Jamaica.

Although the centre of Gustav is about to move away from Jamaica, bands of showers extend several kilometres east of the island. Periods of heavy rainfall and strong, gusty winds are forecast to continue across the country through this evening and into tonight. Extensive flash flooding is expected over low-lying and flood-prone areas, and storm surge flooding is also possible, mainly along southern coastal areas.

Affected Communities:

Twenty-six communities have been reported affected by the passage of T.S. Gustav. Of this figure 17 communities are from Kingston and St. Andrew:

	Hazard
	Affected Communities

	Flooding
	Vineyard Town

	
	Bull Bay

	Landslide
	Johnson Mountain

	
	Spring Bank

	Storm Surge
	Manchioneal

	
	Long Bay

	Wind
	Happy Grove

	Flooding
	Havendale

	
	Barbican

	
	Molynes Gardens

	
	Mammee River

	
	Kintyre

	
	August Town

	
	Tavern

	
	Gordon Town

	
	New Haven

	
	Red Light

	
	Wickie Wackie

	
	Caribbean Terrace

	
	Duhaney Park

	
	Maryland

	
	Big Pond

	
	Dublin Castle

	Landslide
	Bath

	Wind
	Beacon Hill

	
	Old Pera


Status of National Infrastructure:

	Parish
	Roads/Bridges
	Status
	Alternate Routes

	St. Andrew
	New Castle Main Road
	Impassable
	

	
	11 Miles fording
	Impassable due to flooding
	

	
	Palisadoes Road at harbour View Roundabout
	Flooded
	

	
	Hope River Bridge at Harbour View 
	impassable as the bridge has been damaged by floodwaters
	

	Portland
	Long Bay to Manchioneal
	Blocked by debris
	

	
	Hope Bay to St Margaret’s Bay
	Slippery
	

	
	Non Such, Fairy Hill, Sherwood Forrest 
	Blocked by Fallen trees
	

	
	Hectors River to Muirton
	Blocked by landslippages and fallen trees
	

	
	Fair Prospect to Folly
	Single lane access only
	

	St. Thomas
	Windsor Forest
	Blocked by fallen trees
	

	
	Bath to bath Fountain
	Blocked by fallen trees
	

	
	Winchester main Road, Stokes hall
	“
	

	
	Bath to Hordely Crossing
	“
	

	
	Bath to Barrette Gap
	“
	

	
	Whitehall to Golden Valley
	“
	

	
	Whitehall to Golden valley
	Landslide
	No alt. route

	
	Springbank 
	
	

	
	Port Morant to Pleasant Hill
	Open to single lane traffic
	

	
	Citron Valley to Boroughfield
	Blocked road - Landslide
	

	
	Bowden Hill to Old Pera
	Road blocked by landslide
	

	
	Morant Bay to Port Morant
	Flooded
	

	St. Mary
	Junction Road
	Fallen Rocks – single lane access
	

	
	Highgate
	Fallen light pole
	

	Manchester
	Spur Tree
	Tanker overturned
	Roadway blocked – detour through Alligator Pond

	Clarendon
	Chapleton to Frankfield
	Impassable due to inundation
	

	St. Catherine
	Bog Walk Gorge 
	Impassable due to inundation
	


Injuries:

The Ministry of Health has reported three injuries:

1. 1 laceration to the foot

2. 1 elderly male whose house fell on him

3. 1 laceration to cheek – flying zinc

Incidents:

· Reports of flooding from communities along the Hope River from Gordon Town in the north to Caribbean Terrace in the south. The bridge, which connects St. Andrew to St. Thomas, is impassable, as the Hope River has damaged the bridge rendering it impassable. 
· 30 persons are reported marooned in the Judgment Yard area of August Town, as a result of the Hope River. Airlift and rescue operations are organized for residents of Judgment Yard.
· Communities around McGregor gully inundated.
· Communities around Windsor Road, Spanish Town affected by flooding
Parish Emergency Operations Centres (PEOCs) have also been responding to localized incidents and reports

The ODPEM advises all to continue monitoring radio and television stations for further advisories and to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides. The National Emergency Operations Centre (NEOC), headquartered at the ODPEM’s offices at 12 Camp Road, Kingston 4, continues to be activated and closely monitoring the progress of T.S. Gustav. 

Contact:
Kerry-Ann Morris, kmorris@odpem.org.jm 
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