Press statement #3
Hurricane Omar – Thursday, October 16th, 2008 

12.30PM
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) – Chairman Franklyn Richards

On Thursday morning October 16th the Emergency Operations Center members met under the Chairmanship of my person to discuss the state of affairs on the island after the passing of Hurricane Omar.

Together with the Disaster Coordinator, Fire Chief Winston Salomon, all Emergency Support Function groups were requested to present a preliminary report on their specific responsibilities and agencies since the passing of Hurricane Omar which was a category three system passing approximately 55 miles from the island during the early morning hours.

Public Works Clean-Up

The Public Works department has commenced an extensive island-wide clean-up effort, which concerns the removal of fallen trees, tree branches, rocks, sand and mud from the road network system. First priority is the main roads, which will also be used to transport all the storm debris and refuse to the landfill. Areas of concern are Pointe Blanche, Beacon Hill, around the Fresh Pond, Simpson Bay amongst other residential areas.
Schools

Schools are to remain closed on Friday.  In consultation with the Commissioner of Education, an assessment of all public schools will be carried out on Friday.  Additional information will be made available on Friday as to the recommencement of classes.

Electricity

NV GEBE has been able to maintain the power supply until the early hours of this morning. Due to the fact that the inlet of the cooling system at the Cay Bay Power Plant is being blocked by sea weed and sand and the generators could not function at full capacity and had to be shut down totally this morning. Crews are busy cleaning up the inlets related to the intake of the cooling system and once this has been resolved GEBE will be able to restart the power plant as soon as the high sea swells subside.

Water Service

Water service throughout the island has been suspended due to the high sea swells at Cay Bay which have been affecting the water intake system.  Once sea conditions improve water service will resume to the various districts.
The island has two days of potable water stored in a number of water storage tanks throughout the island.  Once electricity service comes back online in the Cupecoy area, the water plant at that location will be restarted and will produce approximately 3500 m2 per day.  

The Cay Bay Water Plant is presently out of service due to the lack of electricity.  Once electricity service is resumed to the aforementioned plant, the latter will be able to produce approximately 8000 m3 at start-up and should be back to full production capacity on Friday barring any unforeseen circumstances.  

Airport

Due to the sea high swells rocks and sand have been dumped on the runway of the Princess Juliana International Airport runway.  Part of the security/safety fence has also been damaged. Crews are busy cleaning up the runway and repairing the fence in order to be able to meet all international safety aviation requirements.  Repair crews are working diligently to get the airport open as soon as possible.  The airport is scheduled to reopen on Friday morning.  

Seaport

The Port of St. Maarten harbour facilities have sustained some damage. The cruise area suffered some minor cosmetic damage.  A number of cargo containers were shifted at the cargo storage area due to the heavy winds.  Once the seas subside an underwater investigation will be carried out to assess the underwater situation at the cruise and cargo piers.  Once the all clear is given, cargo and cruise ship services will resume.
Public Health

Sector Health Care Affairs has reported that there are no major injuries as far as can be ascertained at this point in time. Once the family physician clinics reopen, additional information will become available about possible injuries sustained during the passing of Hurricane Omar.  The sector is stressing to observe cleanliness and a hygienic situation during the clean-up effort, to avoid any injuries.
Law & Order

The Police are being assisted by members of the VKS and the Royal Dutch Marines to maintain public safety in the execution of the island-wide curfew. It has been observed the public is not adhering to the curfew, which has been extended to 2.00 PM today Thursday October 16th. The Lt. Governor is urging the population to adhere to the curfew until 2.00PM.

Fire Dept.

The Fire Department has been assessing the general situation on the island since sunrise and assisting with the clean-up operation such as cutting trees, cleaning roads etc.  Some main areas of concern are: Beacon Hill, Belair Hillside, Point Blanche, Guana Bay, Dawn Beach, Lowlands and the Cupecoy area.
Conclusion

I would like to reiterate that a formal damage assessment report still has to be compiled in order to have a complete assessment of the total damages sustained from the passing of Hurricane Omar.

I would like to commend persons who have been cleaning up their surroundings and placing debris and refuse at garbage disposal areas and in bins.  Please do continue to do this as all hands are needed on deck to quickly clean-up the island.  Please be aware that a curfew remains in place until 2.00PM. 

I must also use this opportunity to commend the nation for heeding the warnings that were given to prepare for Hurricane Omar.  Our emergency support services and first responders have been working diligently before, during and after the passing of Hurricane Omar.  I commend them for their outstanding work so far.

We can consider ourselves blessed having been spared the wrought of this system which turned into a major category three hurricane.  We must be thankful to the Lord Almighty and go to church this weekend and praise him for having spared our island nation.

In conclusion, an additional update will be provided later this afternoon as it pertains to our recovery operations and clean-up efforts.

Thank You
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