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Governor’s Press Statement – Hurricane Omar
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island government of st maarten
To:
MEDIA
From: 
Roddy Heyliger, GIS 
Topic:
Approaching HURRICANE OMAR
Cc:

Date:
Wednesday, October 15, 2008 – 6.45PM
Press Statement Hurricane Omar October 15th 2008

Governor of the Island Territory, St. Maarten

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) – Chairman Franklyn Richards

At 5.00pm Hurricane Omar was located approximately 250 miles South West of St. Maarten or 15.9 degrees North and 66.1 degrees West or 150 miles South West of St. Croix.

The hurricane continues to gain strength and is expected to be a category two hurricane as it passes the North Eastern Caribbean island chain with wind speeds of over 96-110 miles per hour.  This does not mean that we will get those types of winds.  We are expected to get tropical storm force winds with higher gusts especially in hilly areas.

Hurricane force winds extend 15 miles outward from the center while tropical storm force winds extend outward by 115 miles.

St. Maarten remains under a Hurricane Warning.

As Chairman of the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) I would like to assure you that the Island Government and the Disaster Management Organization is closely monitoring the progress of Hurricane Omar and is taking the necessary steps to prepare for it.

Even though Hurricane Omar is not on a direct path towards our island, we still as a nation need to make the necessary preparations.  Most of you should have already prepared at the beginning of the hurricane season for such an eventuality as this.  Every year we go through the same drill to have in place a family disaster plan and a disaster supply kit.  Now is the time to put them to use.

At this time, I am hereby requesting you to make all necessary preparations to secure your home and businesses by early evening, as weather conditions are expected to deteriorate during the course of Wednesday evening and may continue through Thursday morning.   

You should have completed the following tasks in preparation for the passing of Hurricane Omar:

- To clear your homes and yards of all debris that could become airborne, remove any loose or low hanging branches and secure outdoor furniture, gas cylinders etc.

- You are urged to assists elderly neighbors, or neighbors with special needs in shuttering their homes. 

- All mariners should have sought safe haven.

- Shuttering your homes should be completed by early this evening.  

Curfew:

A curfew will go into effect at 10.00PM Wednesday evening until Thursday morning 10.00AM.  A similar curfew will also take place on the French side of the island.  The curfew entails that all streets must be clear of all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

Flooding Threat:

Hurricane Omar is expected to produce between four to eight inches of rainfall with maximum amounts of 12 inches is possible.  Flash floods and mudslides are possible and you are therefore urged to avoid areas that are at risk from flooding and landslides until the all clear sign are given. 

You are requested to make sure that all waterways in your yards are free from debris or blockage.

Coastal Storm Surge

A coastal storm surge of up to two feet above normal tide levels is expected along with large and dangerous battering waves.  Large swells are also expected along some coastal areas that could cause beach erosion and damage to coastal structures.  Residents on the South and West coastal areas of the island along beaches should take the necessary measures to protect their home. 

Safety of Pets & Livestock

Livestock owners should have finalized preparations to secure their animal holding areas and other infrastructure.  Any loose material should be securely fastened in order to avoid damage to property and endangering human lives.  Pet owners should make sure that their pets are protected from harm.
The various Emergency Support Functions (ESF-groups) of the island’s disaster management system have been busy on Tuesday and Wednesday making the necessary preparations for the passing of Hurricane Omar.

The Dept of Public Works requests all residents to secure their garbage pails in order to avoid them blowing away.

Two Police Sub Stations will be opened at 8.00pm at the Dutch Quarter Community Center and one at the St. Peters Community Center.

NV GEBE has been following its hurricane preparatory manual. Depending on the developing weather conditions the electricity supply will remain on as long as weather conditions permit. Only if deemed necessary certain power generators will be shut down at the Cay Bay Power Plant.  As a precautionary measure the water supply will be shut off island wide from 8 PM tonight (Wednesday, Oct. 15th) until 8 AM tomorrow morning, Thursday, October 16th.

Telem’s as well as UTS cell sites have emergency power back-up, so they should remain functioning. The land lines are mainly underground and service should not be interrupted.

Sector Economy & Tourism is monitoring the hotel sector and the amount of tourists that are on island.  Five cruise ships scheduled for today, tomorrow and Friday have cancelled their port of call due to the passing of Hurricane Omar.  A price freeze will be implemented if necessary.

Sector Health Care Affairs is ready for any emergency. The preventive health care and hygiene departments play a key role in under these circumstances.  The present dengue situation is a concern since more rainfall will probably result in an increase in the mosquito population.

Due to the large amount of rainfall that is expected, residents are strongly advised after the hurricane has passed to check around your yards for any containers that may collect water becoming a breeding ground for mosquitos.  All efforts must be made to prevent additional dengue fever cases. 
Public works has been preparing the storm water system, the channels, the ponds and everything is in place for the forecasted rainfall that is expected. The level of the Salt Pond will be kept as low as possible.  The Great Bay channel will be used for water runoff as long as the southerly swells do not block the entrance. The floodgates will be kept open to guarantee water runoff into the Salt Pond.

Due to the heavy amount of expected rainfall low lying areas might experience flooding, especially around the Fresh Pond, the L.B. Scott Road and the A.Th. Illidge Road.

Public Works is preparing four emergency shelters that can be opened if the need arises. 

· St. Peters Community Center

· Dutch Quarter Community Center

· Genevieve de Weever School

· Salvation Army building

These shelters are intended four people that reside in areas that can be prone to flooding. These shelters will be manned by the Military as well as VKS Officers and the public will be informed about the opening of these shelters depending on how the situation develops.

The airport was expected to close late this afternoon.

A contingent of 13 Royal Dutch Marines from Aruba & Curacao has arrived on the island to assist wherever necessary at the Governor’s discretion.  

The schools will remain closed until further notice on behalf of the Lt. Governor.

An appeal is being made on all supermarkets and hardware stores to close at 6 PM.

The public is urged not to use the public roads after 7 PM to enable emergency crews to exercise their duties and responsibilities in preparation for the passing of Hurricane Omar that will take place late tonight and into Thursday.

The Prime Minister of the Netherlands Antilles, Mrs. Emily de Jong-Elhage, has expressed her concerns.

The public is advised to use the following emergency telephone numbers:

Police – 911

Ambulance - 912

Fire Department – 919

Residents are strongly advised to continue to monitor radio and TV reports as more advisories will be issued by the Office of Disaster Management & Preparedness with respect to the progress of Hurricane Omar and what measures should be taken.

# # #

Drafted by the St. Maarten Government Information Service (GIS)

Contact: Roddy Heyliger – 5204217, 5816323
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